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D.10
Cardiac/PVD Interview

D.10.1
Introduction

The purpose of the Cardiac/PVD Interview is to obtain additional details about a potential cardiac or PVD event in cases where other available documentation (e.g., hospital records, physician questionnaires, etc.) does not provide sufficient data to decisively classify the event. The information provided in the narrative is meant to supplement data already collected and, ideally, contribute sufficient facts to make a final classification of the event.

The Cardiac/PVD Interview will be used rarely and will generally be most useful for non-hospitalized events. However, it can be used for hospitalized events as well, if events staff feels the hospital records are incomplete or inconsistent and the investigation/ classification process would benefit from the additional information an interview might provide. The decision to use this form is left to local events staff, with consultation with a MESA physician investigator, though a Physician Reviewer may also request an interview (e.g., when review materials contain only a procedure report without clinical information). This form is to be utilized on an “If Needed” basis. 

Ideally, the Cardiac/PVD Interview will be conducted with the MESA participant. (The Informant Interview is used for deceased participants.) However, if a living participant is unable to complete the interview for any reason, it may be completed with the participant’s spouse, son/daughter, caregiver, or other proxy knowledgeable of the circumstances and details surrounding the event.

D.10.2
The Narrative

To begin the interview and obtain the narrative, read the following script, “filling in the blanks” with the appropriate field enter location, event type and date.  

We are calling today from the MESA Clinical Center at (your Field Center). We understand that you had a diagnosis of (MI/Angina/CHF/PVD) on (date of diagnosis). To help us complete our records, could you please tell us more about this? For example:  What were you doing when symptoms started?  What were your symptoms? How long did they last? What happened? Did you see a physician? What was done? Please describe what happened in your own words.

If the interview is with a proxy, modify the questions as appropriate (e.g., “What was your husband doing when the symptoms started?”).

Record the details of the event as related by the participant or proxy. The dialogue does not need to be recorded verbatim. It is recommended to record the conversation on a blank piece of paper, and then transcribe a coherent summary of the conversation onto the form after the phone call is complete. Make sure to note with whom the interview was conducted. If the interview is too long for one page, you may write on a second form or a blank piece of paper.

Allow the participant/proxy to speak freely, but if s/he starts to stray from providing details about the event under discussion, attempt to re-focus the interview on the points asked about in the opening script. (See Appendix C.1, General Interviewing Instructions, for more information on general interview techniques.)  

Probe for details about symptoms and their duration if the interviewee does not provide these. If, during the course of the narrative, the participant/proxy does not offer information about chest, arm, or jaw pain, specifically ask for this.

When the participant/proxy has completed the narrative, ask if s/he has any questions or additional details to offer. Close the interview by thanking the participant/proxy for his/her time and reiterating how the success of MESA depends on the cooperation of people like him/her.

D.10.3
Other Form Information

Record the date the interview was completed and your Interviewer ID. If needed, the interview text may be put onto another form. In this case, make sure to mark the page number in the text of the narrative, as well as on the label for the document. If there are multiple interviews conducted, complete a form for each interview.
NOTE: Although this form looks like a Teleform, it is scanned in as a NON-Teleform. The interview will be transmitted to the Coordinating Center as an image. It is important that the handwriting (or typing) be legible, because there will be no chance to verify the text on this form. The narrative does not need to be transcribed onto the actual form. It may also be written on a blank piece of paper. As long as the label is affixed in the correct location and is properly completed, the narrative will scan.

D.10.4
Action Required After Form is Complete

If not already done, transcribe (with neat handwriting or type) the interview onto the interview form. The Cardiac/PVD interview is saved in the MESA database as an “image file” in the same manner as all other non-TELEForm documents (e.g., discharge summaries, ECG tracings, etc.) Affix an appropriate document label (showing the Investigation ID, document type, page number and Sequence ID) to the upper left corner of the typed narrative and submit the form for data entry as part of the final events package for this investigation. (See the MESA Events Database Manual for information on scanning image files.)

Determine if any additional follow-up is needed. For example, if the participant/proxy identified a previously unknown physician who treated the participant, it may be appropriate to request records from that physician. Or the interviewee may identify a proxy (or additional proxy) who can provide additional details about the event, and you may decide to conduct an additional Cardiac/PVD Interview with this person.

Send additional forms or make additional calls as needed.
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We are calling today from the MESA Clinical Center at (            ).  We understand that you had a diagnosis

of (MI/angina/CHF/PVD) on (date).  To help us complete our records, could you please tell us more about

this?  For example:  What were you doing when symptoms started?  What were your symptoms?  How

long did they last?  What happened?  Did you see a physician?  What was done?  Please describe what

happened in your own words.

Probe for details regarding symptoms and their duration;  ask about chest, arm, and jaw pain specifically if not

volunteered.
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